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Julia Lee, Principal 

BATMAN’S SIX ESSENTIAL READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS. 

 
Working Memory and Attention 
These two skills are both part of a group of abilities known as executive function. They’re different but closely related. When 
kids read, attention allows them to take in information from the text. Working memory allows them to hold on to that 
information and use it to gain meaning and build knowledge from what they’re reading. Working memory and attention are 
part of executive function. The ability to self-monitor while reading is also tied to that. Kids need to be able to recognize when 
they don’t understand something. Then they need to stop, go back and re-read to clear up any confusion they may have. 
 
What can help: There are many ways you can help improve your child’s working memory.  Skill builders don’t have to feel like 
work, either. There are a number of games and everyday activities that can build working memory without your child even 
knowing it! To help increase your child’s attention, look for reading material that’s interesting or motivating. Encourage your 
child to stop and re-read when something isn’t clear. Demonstrate how you “think aloud” when you read to make sure what 
you’re reading makes sense. 

   
- Congratulations to Ms. LaVal Anderson for passing 

both the Science and Social Studies Praxis tests. 
- SIC/PTA Super Technology Night was very informative 

and parents enjoyed practicing in the various 
programs with their child. 

- Grandparents’ Day was a success, we had 120 in 
attendance. (pictures below) 

              
- Club Day was enjoyable. The students participated in 

Drop Everything and Read (D.E.A.R).  
- Morning Open House allowed our parents to visit 

classrooms during operational hours.  Parents shared 
lots of positive feedback and encouragement.   

 

 

           Spidey Senses Upcoming Events    
 

Thursday, October 4th and Friday, October 5th   

 Make-up Days from Hurricane Florence 
 
 

Wednesday, October 10th  

 Morning Open House from 9:00 am – 1:30 pm 
 
Thursday, October 11th  

 Junior Beta Club Induction @ 10:00 am 
 
Friday, October 19th 

 PBIS Celebration @ 2:00 pm 

Super Parental Quote:  “Children don’t need more things.  
The best toys a child can have is a parent who gets down 

on the floor and plays with them.” – Bruce Perry  

 

“Education is our Superpower!” 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executive-functioning-issues/3-areas-of-executive-function
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/distractibility-inattention/attention-how-its-different-from-working-memory
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executive-functioning-issues/working-memory-what-it-is-and-how-it-works
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executive-functioning-issues/4-ways-kids-use-self-monitoring-to-learn
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/8-working-memory-boosters


 

 

Estill Middle School – Shronda Taylor, Interim Principal 

Accelerated Reader 
Book Selection and AR Points 

 
How do students select books? AR includes over 30,000 books. These can be found in the school library 
as well as public libraries, books shops, homes, etc. The Star Reading test tells your child what range of 
book levels to read within. Students can earn points by passing quizzes with an 85% or higher. Reading 
goals are set for each student, each nine weeks. Students that meet their reading goal will be 
awarded on Award’s Day. 
 

How can I help my child become a better reader? 
 

 Make time for your child to read at home. Children need to read for at least 20 minutes every day 
to improve their reading ability. 

 Encourage your child to read; discuss books, asking questions about what they have read; and 
visit your local library.  

 Find suitable books for your child at www.arbookfind.co.uk. Use the Search function to look for 
specific titles or topics, and interest level. 

 To find out more about your child’s reading progress, visit Home Connect. This will allow you to 
track your child’s progress towards their targets and to view your child’s reading history. Contact 
the school to find out more information. 
 

All students are encouraged to read books at home and take AR quizzes.  Follow the steps below to 
access Accelerated Reader from home: 

Step 1: www.hampton2.k12.sc.us 
Step 2: Parents and Students tab 

Step 3: Click on Renaissance Learning tab 
 

 
 

We had a successful Open House/Technology Night.  
School staff worked as a team to plan engaging technology 
activities for parents and students.  Information about 
Accelerated Reader, Accelerated Math 2.0, and Gizmo was 
shared.   
 

Basketball Intramural CHAMPIONS! 
Congratulations to our 8TH grade team and coaches!! 

 

 
6th Grade- Elianah Saxon 

7th Grade- Nylah Lott 
8th Grade- Nayeli Santana 

 

 
 

Estill Middle School Football Game 

Estill vs Hardeeville in Hardeeville 

October 3, 2018 at 6 p.m. 

 

October 1-5, 2018 

 
 

http://www.hampton2.k12.sc.us/
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Estill High School- Synetria Hawkins, Principal 

Study Tips to Help You Stay Ahead of the Game: 

 
School and studying go hand-in-hand. 

Good studying methods don’t only help you pass a test; they should reinforce knowledge for long-term learning. Over the 
course of your schooling and career, you’ll need to reflect on the facts, techniques and strategies you’ve learned from books, 
lectures and notes. 
 
Try out these four study tips that may help you succeed. 
 

1. Have a designated study area Some people may carry their books and notes with them wherever they go, studying 
during available times such as before appointments, on the commute to work or during lunch. Though these times may be 
helpful, many people need to have a dedicated space where they can sit down and fully devote themselves to studying. 
The type of space that works well for you may differ from your classmate, but it’s important to make sure it’s comfortable 
and not too cozy.  For example, if you like to spread out your study materials and stay in bed, get a back pillow that keeps 
you seated rather than lying down. 

2. Have an emergency study area For many people taking online courses or going to school on campus, it can be difficult 
to find an always-reliable study spot. In cases like these, it’s important to have a backup space. Libraries, coffee shops or 
even nearby parks are all options. 

3. Find your best study time When it comes to personal schedules, people fall into far more categories than just morning 
people and night owls. Some people find themselves most attentive right after they wake up. Others are best following 
lunch time or once most of the household is asleep. Find your ideal study time and stick to it. It’s important that you don’t 
simply choose a late hour because it’s the most convenient – generally speaking, most people do their best work when 
their minds are alert and fresh. 

4. Work together While much of your studying will be done solitarily, it’s also a good idea to utilize your fellow classmates. 
While you may have different goals, there’s a lot to learn from one another even if it’s just casually discussing your 
classes. Study groups don’t only reinforce learning actively through quizzing one another or group study sessions but 
they may have a passive beneficial effect on your education as well. You can socialize and relax with a group of people 
who share your interests and career goals which could help you stay focused, motivated and on-track. 

 
We would like to extend a special thanks 

to Denmark Tech and Project Lead the 

Way. 

 

 
 

 Football Games @ 7:30 p.m. 
- October 5, 2018 Estill vs. Denmark (HOMECOMING) 

- October 12, 2018 Estill versus Blackville (Away) 

- October 19, 2018 Ridge Spring-Monetta (Home) Senior Night 

- October 26,  2018 Wagener-Salley (Away) 

 Volleyball Games @ 5:30 p.m.  
- October 4, 2018 Ridgeland (Home)  

- October 9, 2018 Blackville-Hilda (Home)  

- October 25 – Nov 11, 2018 State Playoffs (TBA)  

 
 Homecoming 

October 5, 2018 (Tailgate spots are now available, you can download 

forms on Facebook or contact Mrs. Synetria Singleton or Ms. Tienesha 

Mathis at the school.)  

 Homecoming Parade 
            October 5, 2018 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 


